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COVID-19, PROBILEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIA 

A. Bobade and N.T. Gawande 
Deptt. Of English. Shri Shivaji Arts & Commerce College, Amravati 

The Cambridge Project at 
University says the 'greatest threats to the 
human species are manmade and they are 

artificial intelligence, global warming, nuclear 
war and rogue biotechnology. This year World 
Economic Forum Risks Report ranks climate 
change as the biggest global threat. A new 

report by the WEF says global risk perception 
is shifting. In previous years economic 
problems were deemed the biggest problem to 
mankind but fears of a climate breakdown are 

consequently all the schools, colleges, offices 
and malls were closed. Traffics from roads 

Cambridge

vanished, malls started to restrict movements 

and the apartments closed for visitors. The 

country's chaotic cities became eerily silent as 

virus fears grew. The lockdown aimed at 

breaking the chain of transmission of the 

corona virus. Herewith begins the problem as 

the infection continue to rise the anxiety among 

the people for safety figured out new rules for 

community living as the pandemic sweeps 

across the world. Should part-time domestic 

workers be allowed to come and go? Are 

newspaper deliveries also bringing infections? 
Who should be allowed into apartment 
buildings? What about food and groceries? 
Such issues were the matter of concern for the 

now dominating. 

Informally, a global issue is any issue that 
adversely affects the global community and 
environment. Solutions to such issues generally 
require cooperation among nations. Among the 
most evident environmental problems is 

overconsumption, where resources use has 
outpaced the sustainable capacity of the 

ecosystem. This along with overpopulation 
affects the severity of all of the rest of the 

issues like pollution, deforestation ,acid rain 

and so many others. 

Above all a new threat has spread in many 
countries and societies in the world is COVID 

19, which is a contagious virus. The COVID- 

19 pandemic in India is part of the worldwide

pandemic of corona virus disease caused by 

severe acute respiratory syndrome. The need is 

to unitedly cooperate and face the dangerous 
pandemic by all the nations. Initially none of 

the countries found the medicine and solution 

citizens. 

While more people were enjoying and relaxing 
at home, spending more time on social media. 

In a deeply patriarchal society like ours, times 

of crisis made the challenges faced by women 

locked-down" in their homes. The grim 
situation being faced by millions of women 
could be witnessed. Some exposed others 
hidden. We had a false sense of security that 

things were in the right direction and very soon 

things would be back to normal. But situation
became tougher and this was about the women 

coming from the economically lower strata 
who have been perilously exposed to all sorts 
of dangers. These are the women who work 
and obtain rations for the family. They spend 
their life in utter miserable conditions. Their 

hinder its proliferation everywhere. to 

Gradually virus became more and more serious 

by increasing the mortality rate. So government 

followed a strategy to prevent the spreading to 

large 
Minister announced one day * Janta Curfew' on 
22nd March which was followed by mandatory
lockdown. This strategy was imposed to stop 

the contamination and "stay home stay safe" 

message was propagated for social distancing.

It aspired to create awareness among the 

citizens about the safety which should be of 

highest importance to everyone. The whole

world got trapped inside their homes. 

men folk grumbling a lot with their jobs gone. 
even movements outside restricted and alcohol 

population. Our honorable Prime shops shut, anxiety was in the air. lt is women
who bear the brunt of their frustration during 
the crisis paving way tor many problems in 
their lives. 
In general, the lockdown has increased the 
burden of household chores for women.
Offices and schools have closed due to which
husband and kids are at home full time. 
Helping stall such as maids and dhobi have left 
for their home towns. Elderly are at greater risk 
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of infection so they need greater care and 
attention. For working women. the situalion is 
worse. Work from home has doubled their 
workload. It's not a holiday for her. She needs 
to cook. clean. wash. feed. teach and also 

The pandemic rise increased the problems of 
the poor. The careless of a selected feww 

affected the entire community. Most of the 

people reacted out of fear banning daily wages 

labor from their societies, blaming them for 

spreading the virus. On the contrary the truth is 
the disease has been brought to them by people 

who Ily. travel, migrate and the poor who had 

no means of battling with it. The rules seemed 

to be applied only to domestic helpers in most 

parts of the country whereas friends and 

relatives had no restrictions. Government had 

attend to her norkplace requirements al the 
same time. Lucky few have helping spouses 
and children who reduce the work lad but by 
and large patriarchy has conditioned her and all 
those around her into believing that household 
1nork is primarily a Woman's responsibility. 
*There is no place like home' this doesn't hold 
true tor all women. For many. it is a place ol 
abuse. Abusive relationships suffer physical, 
emotional. psychological. sexual and economic 
violence at the hands of those very people 
whom she trusts with her safety. The 
perpetrator could be her spouse. intimate 

partner, father. uncle. brother, nephew, son or 

any other family member or relative. As per 
latest National Crime Record Bureau data, 

assured about the supplies of food and other 

essentials despite it were affected. Many cities 
were out of supplies due to prohibition of 

transportation on borders. Things became 

worse when Modiji announced the lockdown 

abruptly late night to be implemented the very 
next day, had hit millions of Indians and most 

poor the hardest. People began to panic as a 

result many migrants were seen defying the 

curfew. Some have told news outlets that they 
are walking up to 500 miles to get back home. 

Chaotic scenes at train stations showed people 
struggling to get on their last train home, 

some crying uncontrollably as they missed 
them. Overcrowding at public transport 
stations had raised concerns about further 

spread of the virus. This increased the worries 

that migrants might carry the virus to rural 

areas, where health infrastructures were weak, 
or even non-existent. This added another layer 
to India's problems. 

But for the majority of Indians, social 

distancing is a luxury they can't afford. Many 
face hunger and starvation in the absence of 

daily wages that have been disrupted as the 
world's seventh-largest economy grinds to a 
halt. On March 26, India announced a $22.5 
billion relief package to help the country's 
poorest people sustain and feed themselves. 
The government plans to use existing welfare 
schemes to roll out the relief measures, which 
include free food distribution and cash 

rapes are committed in 94 per cent of the cases 

by offenders who are known to the victims. For 
such women contrary to being a safe haven, a 

home is a place of fear. 

The National Commission for Women has 

confirmed a rise in the incidents of domestic 
Violence since the 25th march 2020. Thisis 

because women are locked up with the 

perpetrators. There is no getaway or relief for 
them. The lockdown had isolated them and 

rendered them more vulnerable. Neither could 

they go out nor could anyone come to their aid. 

They were scared to report as there was the 

fear of repetition and 

complaining as the perpetrator was none else 

than the person with whom she shared her 

residence. Earlier women would have a 

escalation after 

window of relief when the man went out for 

work or when she was away for work. She 

could go to her parents, unburden herselfby

sharing her plight with colleagues, neighbors or 

friends, but now all this has been closed for 

her. As the world grappled with a health crisis 

of unparalleled magnitude. women were facing 

an existential crisis. 
transfers to millions of low-income families 

India is ever since a developing country and it 

has poverty at its height. Focusing upon many 

bigger issues and situatíons will take it to an 

international level but if we look down towards 

across the country.

As part of the relief measures, low-wage 
earners got 500/-(less than $7) per month for 
three months and that the money from the 
government was not enough to feed the family

of four if the lockdown continues. But more 
the problems faced by common people of our 

country will leave one disheartened. saddening was the life of auto rickshaw
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drivers, milkmen. vendors who sell vegetables 
and snacks from ecarts are all part of this 
economy, Most live on daily wages, do not 

receive any benefits from the government. This 

crisis shines a toreh on the fragilities of the 

Indian economy that needs much more to be 

done when the full implications of the 

lockdown became apparent. 
To make matters worse. India's economy was 

already struggling-with slumping growth and 
rising unemployment. Even some businesses 
that are thriving elsewhere in the world are 

hampered in India. 
For instance. Mumbai's famous dabbawalas 

how dabbawalas have been affected even 

as food delivery services around the world are 

Surging in popularity at the moment. "Who will 

we deliver the dabbas (lunch boxes) to?" 

But shutting down a country like India for 

longer periods will be difficult, given the 
poverty levels prevalent across the country, 

says Suyash Rai, a fellow at Carnegie India, an 

international center for the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace. With so 
many livelihoods disrupted, he believes that the 

government might struggle to keep the 

country's poor afloat. 

"There is the question of where the government 

is going to get the money to keep the country 

running in case of an extension of the 

lockdown'" Rai says. "It is important to identify 
the hotspots during this lockdown and reopen 

the remaining parts of the economy while 

finding ways to work within this COVID 
world". For many, waiting out what could be a 

miserable situation other than in this prolonged 
crisis. "The virus doesn't worry us as much as 
the uncertainty that waits on the other side of 

this crisis." 

(lunch box carriers), have worked rain or shine 
to deliver people's home-cooked lunches to 
their offices, schools and colleges for almost 
130 years. They have braved heavy floods and 
terrorist attacks, but services were halted due to 
corona virus even before the lockdown was 

announced, forcing 5,000 delivery men to stay 
at home. 

"Even if we resume operations, it will be 

pointless because everyone is staying at home," 
says Subhash Gangaram Talekar, president of 

Mumbai Dabbawala Association, referring to 
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Introduction: 
As an extraordinary and predictive 

novelist Doris Lessing contributes a great 

number of masterpieces to the world such as 

The Grass is Singing, The Children of Violence 

Series and the Golden Notebook which won her 

the Nobel Prize for Literature. Though resenting 

being classified as a feministic writer, she shows 

her own feministic perspective in her work as 
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she focuses on the female expertence such as 
their desperation and helplessness, their 

suffering from the society and struggle for better 
life. Her works explore a way out of women and 

a solution to better sexual relations with her 

career woman with respectable job and 

fashionable appearance, she does fail to love 

and feel love for her mother. 

keen insight. The Dairies of Jane Somers contain 

two parts. The first part The Diary of a Good 

Neighbor depicts the love between Jane and 

Jane not only lacks mother-daughter 

love, but also husband-wife love. Freddie, Jane's 

husband is another important person in Jane's 

Maudie who is the substitute for Jane's mother life. Freddie also dies of cancer. Jane has not 

given a chance for Freddie to pour out his 

sufferings from cancer, his quest for a pair of 

ears, and his dread of dying. In their marriage 

they are not couples but partners who live 

together. There is also a little communication 

between them as Jane says, "Yet we could not 

and helps Jane to accomplish her search of love. 

The second part, If the Old Could tells an 

extramarital love between Jane and Richard 

which awakes Jane that her real love is her late 
husband - Freddie. During the process Jane 

reexamines herself and achieves her self -

talk to each other...because when he starts to achievement. It also shows Doris Lessing's 

reflection on women's position in the sexual 

relationship. On one hand Lessing questions the 

subordinate roles of women who make great 

sacrifice and lose their own identities. On the 

try I shied away" (Pg-06) Even when Freddie 

began to be ill Jane's reaction is, "Unfair to me, 

I thought secretly, I partly knew he was dying 
but went on as if it wasn't" 2 (Pg-05) What's 

more, Jane denies the role of mother which is other hand, she advocates the traditional virtues 

of women in families and cooperative sexual considered as an obstacle to her self-fulfillment

and it may put her in confinement, "there was 

nevertime for children 'even if' I knew he wanted 
relationships. 
Jane's Lack of Love: 

children" (Pg-25) Doris Lessing has made mother- 

daughter relationship as one of the main theme 

of her large number of productions. She is 

famous for her depiction of mother-daughter 

bond. In her novels mother-daughter relationship 
is always intense with a powerful and 

dominating mom and rebellious daughter who 

seek her freedom and control her own destiny. 

The relationship between Jane and her mother 

is no exception. In the first part of the novel, 

Jane's mother dies from cancer. Jane feels sorry 

for her, but she shows little concern to her 

mother's sufferings. Being young Jane left her 

Jane's Search for Love: 

In the dairies of Jane Somers, Doris 

Lessing reverses the idea that woman's value 

and position in the society should be obtained 

at the cost of mother-daughter love and she 

advocates that mother-daughter relationshipis
important in the construction of female identity. 

At the beginning of the novel, as a "beautiful 

middle-aged widow with a good job in the 

magazine world" (Pg-09) in the upper class 

of society, Jane shows little concern and love to 

her mother. But after her mother's death, she 

feels a longing for emotional closeness with her 

mother and Maudie, a poor and lonely widow 

home from London and came to work for self- 

development. She does not want to follow her 

mother who is a housewife and restricted by 

husband and family, what she wants is to 

achieve her self-development by working hard. 

Jane overemphasizes her work as a way to fulfill 

her dreams and an escape from traditional roles 

comes into Jane's life as a substitute for her 

mother. From attending to Maudie, Jane 

reexamines herself from a female perspective 

and undergoes a great change, that is, she 

searchers for mother daughter love from her 

fraratarf: Interdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal tmpact Factor 6.021(|JUF 



Vidyawaita 
Peer-Reviewed International Journal 

MAH MUL03051/2012 | Jan. To March 2020 03 

Issue-33, Vol-04 
indifferent, selfish and work centered woman, 
Jane grows up to be a mature, caring and warm 
woman. And she accomplishes her self 

ISSN: 2319 9318 034 

indifferent and selfish former self. 
Jane does not know to take care of people 

or try to keep an intimate relationship with 

others. At first sight, Maudie is just an old development as she searches for her lost love 

creature to Jane. But as time goes by, Jane finds and changes her attitude towards work, other 

there is something different in her: "Fierce blue 

eyes, under grey craggy brows but there was 

something wonderfully sweet in them, I liked her 
from some reason, from that moment." s (Pg 

12) Maudie also exerts a great influence on Jane 

who is deeply touched by Maudie's vitality to 

fight against illness and death. Being together 

with Mandie and listening to her life - 3 Ibid-Pg-25 
experience, the original career absorbed 

women. Jane gradually walks outside from her 

own world and finds her true value by taking on 

the responsibility of taking care of Maudie. She 

learns how to face up to the awful things in life. 

What's more, she realizes the indifference to 

her mother and granny. "When people die, what 

we regret is, not having talked to them enough." 

(Pe- 62) Her full devotion to work and herself 
isolates her from mother while her attending to 

Maudie helps her find the close mother- 

daughter relationship and regain the ability of 

love to others. 

people and life. 
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In the novel Lessing is advocating the 

love and care which must be emphasized in the 

construction of female personality. On one hand, 

Jane shows her longing for love which is long 
neglected. On the other hand, she realizes the 

love of men is a necessity for the good of both 

sexes. Therefore, the search for love of Jane is 

a symbol of women's desire to regain their 

female characteristics, which are also Lessing's 
aspirations for women. 
Conclusion: 

Though Doris Lessing refuses to be 
named as a feministic, she is deeply concerned 
with women's life and mind, which could be 
fully, represented in her novel, The Dairies of 
Jane Somers. From the above analysis of the 
changes in Jane, we could have a clear idea of 
Doris Lessing's Feministic Perspective from an 
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  “I find earth not grey but rosy/Heaven not grim but fair of hue.” 

 

 Robert Browning, a cherished poet of the Victorian era, has many of his poems filled with unbridled 

optimism. “Browning is emphatically the poet-militant, and the prophet of struggling manhood. His words 

are like trumpet-calls sounded in the van of man’s struggle, wafted back by winds, and heard through the din 
of conflict by his meaner brethren, who are obscurely fighting for good in the throng and crush of life”, very 

aptly remarks  a critic.  

 

 When Browning started writing, the attitude of the milieu was scientific and materialistic. And this 

means, people had lost faith in religion, morality and spirituality. He was optimistic about the existence of 

God and the notion of a perfect heaven. His poetry is a reflection of this, deviating from the scientific 

temperament typical of his age. 

 

 Robert Browning is an optimist, and as an optimist, he is a moralist and a religious teacher holding a 

very distinct place among the writers of the Victorian Age. He is “an uncompromising foe of scientific 

materialism”. He preaches God and universality as the central truth of his philosophy of life. 

 Browning is a very consistent thinker of optimistic philosophy of life. And as an optimist, he is a 

moralist and a religious teacher. His optimism is based on life's realities. Life is full of imperfection but in 

this very imperfection lies hope, according to Browning's philosophy. He does not challenge the old dogmas. 

He accepts the conventional view of God, the immortality of the soul, and the Christian belief in incarnation. 

Actually the philosophy of Browning is the philosophy of a man looking at the world with more than a 

glimmer of hope in his eyes.  

 There are a lot of confusions and conflicts in this age. There are the conflicts between art and life, art 

and morality, content and form, man and woman, classic education and progressive education, flesh and 

spirit, body and soul and what not. 

 In this entire prevailed situation, Browning remains unaffected by these confusions and conflicts. He 

is at heart an optimist. His optimism is clear even in his style of writing a poem that he always picks up his 

central character in crisis or in some critical situation, then this crisis reaches the climax and ultimately 

resolved and he ends his poem with optimism. As in his poem "Patriot into Traitor", he says: 

 'Tis God shall repay one, I am safer so. 

As in "Fra Lippo Lippi", he says: Don't fear me! There is the grey beginning. Zooks! 

http://www.jetir.org/
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 Browning’s optimism stresses on the constant struggle of human life. The Rabbi encourages, 

“Strive, and hold cheap the strain; 

Learn, nor account the pang; dare, never grudge the throe” 

 Moreover, according to Browning, life’s value lies not in achievement but in aspiration, in spiritual 

condition that distinguishes a human from an animal and it is the struggle which can lead to achievement and 

to spiritual development. 

 Browning looks at the failure in this world in a very unconventional way. The speaker in The Last 

Ride Together holds that some of his desires must be left unfulfilled on this earth so that they can be 

accomplished in the next life; it is the hope of this future happiness which helps him face death readily. 

“Earth being so good, would heaven seem best? 

Now Heaven and she are beyond this ride.” 

Thus there must be a gap between aspiration and achievement in human life. 

  However, Browning does not consider life on earth unimportant. As Fra Lippo Lippi says, 

“The world’s no bolt for us, 

Nor blank, it means intensely, and means good.” 

Rather, the soul may not be the body, the breath is not the flute, but “Both together make the music, either 
marred and all is mute” 

 Browning's optimism is firmly based on his faith in the immortality of the soul. The body may die 

but the soul lives on in the Infinite. Browning believes in the futility of this worldly life. He thinks that 

failure serves as a source of inspiration for progress as in "Andrea Del Sarto": 

    

 “Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp,  
   Or what's heaven for?” 

 

  Browning's philosophical view about old age is optimistic which is made explicit in "Rabbi Ben 

Ezra”. Regret for lost youth and terror for the old age are stock ideas. But the Rabbi invites everybody to 

grow old eagerly: 

  

 “Grow old along with me! 
  The best is yet to be, 

  The last of life, for which the first was made:” 

   … See all, nor be afraid" 

 

  Browning's optimism finds the passion of joy; no one has sung more fervently than Browning of the 

delight of life. David in "Saul", Pippa in "Pippa Passes", Lippo in "Fra Lippo Lippi" and a host of other 
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poems are keenly alive to the pleasure of living. The Rabbi in "Rabbi Ben Ezra" condemns the aesthetic 

negation of the flesh, and asserts the necessity and moral usefulness of the flesh and the soul. The Rabbi in 

"Rabbi Ben Ezra" often passes philosophical judgments. 

 "As the bird wings and sings, Let us cry 'All good things.” 

Are ours, nor soul helps flesh more, now, than flesh helps soul” 

 

 In the Last Ride Together we find Browning's optimistic attitude towards love through the words of 

the rejected lover: 

       

 

"The instant made eternity, – 

 And heaven just prove that in and she 

 Ride, ride together, forever ride? 

  

 Despite, all this we call him as an optimist because of his firm faith in God."His poems are full of 

courage and inspiration, telling people that there are no difficulties if they have self-dependence and self-

control. It was a good sign for English literature that the two leaders in Poetry, Tennyson and Browning 

differed from one another. Tennyson was at heart a pessimist. But Browning was at heart a strong optimist. 

 Finally we can say that Browning speaks out the strongest words of optimistic faith in his Victorian 

Age of skepticism and pessimism. Moody comments, “Browning's robust optimism in the face of all the 
unsettling and disturbing forces of the age is thrown out in sharp relief.” Of all English poets, no other is so 

completely, so consciously, so magnificently a teacher of man as is Browning.  
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